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(57) Abstract: A multiplexer 

capable of reliably analyzing side 
information identifiable fundamentally 
by a decoder itself is provided. A 
multiplexer (10a) provides at least one 
of video and sound coded data and 
table data relevant to the coded data 
with different packet identifiers and 
generates packet-multiplexed data. 
The multiplexer ( 10a) comprises a sub- 
descriptor generating section (14) for 
generating subdescriptors composed 
of a sub-tag value representing the 
type of side information representing 
parameters for decoding coded data 
and the side information, a descriptor 
generating section (I 1) for generating 
a main descriptor containing the 
subdescriptors generated by the 
subdescriptor generating section (14) 
and a main tag value representing 
a set of the subdescriptors, and a 
table data generating section (12) for 
generating table data by associating 
the main descriptor generated by the 
descriptor generating section (11) 
with packet identifiers of coded data. 
The descriptor generating section (1 1) 
outputs the subdescritors in order of 
the determined storage rule. 
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